
news from St. Raphael's,
"Around the District" and
Human interest notes from
"Brian and the Prez".
Banner Program: This project

has been very active and well
received.We have signed up
27 to date. We urge all proper-
ty owners and retailers to join.
It's great for business and looks
terrific on the street. Tom
Strong and his staff do a real
professional job and gives a
variety of looks to choose from.
Improvements: New decora

tive meter poles have been installed
throughout the District. Twenty five
new bbls. were purchased this year and
we planted colorful flowers for the
spring/summer period.In the Fall, we
replaced those with three different colors
of Mums. Next year, we are comtemplat-
ing masonry pots that will last from year
to year.We embarked on our tree trim-
ming program in Sept.
Building Contructions: Many property

owners and new investors have come
to recognize the positive aspects of
Chapel West and have invested thou-
sands of dollars in new construction and
renovations. Yale's magnificent new
Sculpture School building and Garage has
changed the landscape on Howe St. and
Edgewood Ave. They have also invested
many dollars in renovating the Rudolph
building and the new Loria Center for
the History of Art next to it on York St.
The Hotel (former Colony) is moving
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Meet a Commissioner

2007 will go down in Chapel West history
as the year of transition. Your Board of
Commisioners is proud of it's accomplish-
ments and the opportunity to bring our
organization to new levels in it's quest to
improve the quality of life in our area and
continue to "Link The Neighborhood".We
list below some of the highpoints.
New Office:We opened at 61 Howe St.

in January. The location is great and it has
enabled us to be more available to our
District members. Many of them stop in
daily or weekly to chat about problems
or areas that we can improve upon.We
encourage all to do so.
New Sidewalks: The City finally came

through for us. They took out the paver
blocks on Chapel Street from Park to
Howe and constructed new walkways
with a very colorful red feature stripe.
They had some monies left over in that
budget and installed new Curbs and
Walks on Park St. from Chapel St. to
Crown. Many thanks to Mayor DeStefano
and Tony Bialecki. A job well done.
Annual Meeting: Our yearly get

together was held at Yale's Alumni
House. The setting was beautiful and a
good time was had by all. There was a lot
of interest and good communications
among the approximately 85 members
who attended.
Newsletter: In April we instituted our

Chapel West Newsletter that we produce
every two months. In it, we highlight a
"Meet your Neighbor" column, Yale
update,Introduce a Commissioner, Review
new construction and re-hab projects,

And What a Year it was...

Meet a commissioner…David (D.J.)
Ornato came to CW in 1989. He quickly
befriended the beloved Evelyn Schatz.
She and her husband Morris became
friends of the entire Ornato family, join-
ing them in celebrating birthdays and
holidays. D.J. awaited Evelyn’s call every-
day to give him the latest news and
for her to ask him for a favor or run
an errand.

D.J.’s family is also very active in New
Haven. His wife Deb works in their office
at 100 Howe St. as does his son-in-law
Anthony. One daughter owns the suc-
cessful Bottega Guiliana at 906 Chapel
St. Her husband is a partner who partici-
pates with a major developer that has
turned around several large properties in
the central downtown district of New
Haven. His other daughter is growing up
his 3 grandchildren (ages 3, 5 and 7) and
also works as a computer consultant.

Over the years, D.J. has acquired several
properties in the district and has become
a very active member of the Chapel West

board, serving as its 2nd V.P. He has advo-
cated and pushed for new sidewalks,
lighting and stability of problematic
properties.

Both grandfathers came to New Haven
together in 1916 from Italy. After they
married, both families lived on Humphrey
St. In 1946, when his dad returned from
the war, he opened Elm City Photo on
Humphrey St. And sold it in 1984 to
Eastman Kodak.

D.J. has his BA in elementary education
and was a 2nd grade teacher in New
Hampshire for many years. During that
time, he also traveled around the
world by land rover twice.

D.J. has been a tireless worker for CW
and has made many positive contribu-
tions to our district.We’re fortunate to
have him here.

along with it's up-scale exciting project.
Cannon's building on Chapel St. and Bill
Esposito's on the corner of Chapel and
Park are also in the process of upgrading.
Joel Schiavone has demolished the for-
mer Far East Restaurant building and
is contemplating a new develpment
for the corner of Chapel and Howe.
The future continues to look bright for
our neighborhood.
Other Activities:We had a very

successful cookout in July at Kasbah
Gardens that was followed with a
reception for returning Yale students in
August at the same location. Our expan-
sion program continues to move along.
We have signed up 17 new properties
with more to come. It has been a very
busy and rewarding year.We look
forward to continue the programs in
2008. We thank you all for your support.
Happy holidays and best wishes to all.
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Brian and Vin in front of the Howe Street Office



Chap’s Grille and Bagel Bakery has been a
fixture on Chapel Street near Park since
1998. The owner and operator, Khalil
“Alex” Elsankary, is our profiled Chapel
West businessman this month. Khalil, a
native of Egypt, became a US citizen over
20 years ago, and has been a restaurant
owner all of his life.

One look at the enormous menu of
gourmet foods will attest to this. One
would never know from the outside what
an unusual restaurant this really is. The
Chapel Street insiders know! The menu
has hundreds of items ranging from
steak and salmon dinners to panninis
and the biggest seller of all wrap sand-
wiches. Breakfast,lunch,and dinner is
served here from 7am til 11pm. Khalil has
a full menu of middle eastern foods,
american foods, vegetarian foods, New
York style deli foods,appetizers,salads,
burgers of all kinds,and more. It might
take you a year to run through this mad
menu. If you do not see it, ask Khalil and
he will make it. He also has an ice cream
parlor counter, and bank of juicers,and a
Green Mountain coffee bar.

If that is not enough, Khalil also runs a
full scale catering service with over 60
items to choose from a special menu. All
orders of any kind will be delivered upon
request.

A big secret hiding in the back room is

Chap’s Grille and Bagel Bakery

a giant antique New York City bagel mak-
ing machine. This monster is capable of
cranking out 25 dozen fresh bagels every
half hour. You have not tasted bagels like
these since the 1950’s. This may be the
secret behind the breakfast sandwiches
here. Khalil mostly makes the bagels for
his customers but there are a few whole-
sale customers buying them for their
own resaturants.The Colony Inn used to
serve these bagels to their guests in the

The Yale Update
Chapel West has trimmed the trees on
Chapel St. from Park to Howe and on
Howe St. from Crown to Elm St. They look
quite beautiful. Now you can clearly see
the traffic signage, banners and the low
level security decorative lights can shine
unobstructed on our sidewalks. We plan
on doing Chapel St. from Howe to
Sherman Ave. next and the rest of the
district in the Spring... The area looks fes-
tive with all the holiday wreaths
installed. We purchased forty five new
ones this year and Geraldine’s made up
the new bows. Good job by Anthony
Giano in resurrecting and installing the
older ones... The Colony Inn renovations
are in full swing. Were hoping for a com-
pletion date by late spring or early sum-
mer...Cannon’s building at 1187 Chapel St.
shows great improvements. We urge all
property owners to call Brian McGrath to
inquire about the City’s cost sharing pro-
gram for facade improvements.... Yale’s
Rudolph Building re-hab project should
be finished by late summer...

Chapel West’s “Holiday Party” was held
in the Yale School of Art in spite of ice,
snow, and freezing rain. More than 50 CW
friends and members enjoyed food
catered by Yale Dining Services. Joe
Taylor’s slide show of “old” New Haven
buildings and streets, from his extensive
postcard collection, led to many spirited
discussions about “what, when, and
where.”The Art School with its current
show of undergraduate course work, was
a colorful venue.We thank Stacey
Gemmil for making it happen.

Around the district
Wondering how to escape the cold tem-
peratures and lose those winter blahs?
Come explore the exciting world of art in
the Yale art galleries this season. The Yale
University Art Gallery and Yale Center for
British Art are featuring two stunning
exhibits that run through the end of the
year.

The Yale University Art Gallery is
celebrating its 175th anniversary with Art
for Yale. This exhibition showcases more
than 300 exceptional works of art drawn
from each of the Gallery’s curatorial
departments—American Paintings and
Sculpture, American Decorative Arts,
African Art, Asian Art, Early European Art,
Ancient Art and Art of the Ancient
Americas, Coins and Medals, Modern and
Contemporary Art, and Prints, Drawings,
and Photographs. Included are many
works by major artists never before on
public view.

To commemorate the bicentennial of
the British slave trade abolition, the Yale
University Center for British Art is pre-
senting a remarkable exhibit entitled Art
& Emancipation In Jamaica: Isaac Mendes
Belisario And His Worlds. The lithographs
by Jewish Jamaican-born artist, Isaac
Mendes Belisario provides the first
detailed visual representation of the cele-
brated Afro-Jamaican masquerade per-
formed by the enslaved during the
Christmas and New Year holidays. Art and
Emancipation also features works pro-
duced in the Caribbean and Britain,
including a number lent from public and
private collections in Jamaica that have
rarely or never been exhibited.

Both museums are free and open to the
public and stay open until 8pm the first
Thursday of every month.

All of the people at Yale University who
work with Chapel West want to express
our thanks for the wonderful work that
the District's staff and board does day in
and day out and how deeply we appreci-
ate their counsel and support as we have
built and opened our new facility.We
look forward to continuing to share with
you news about the University and work-
ing with the District.

morning. There were complaints that the
bagels were too BIG!

In the summer months of course you
will sit outside. Chap’s is lucky enough to
have a patio the whole length of the
restaurant. You can eat outside and
watch the parade.

Art for Yale exhibit: Stuart Davis, Combination Concrete #2,
1956-58. Oil on canvas. Yale University Art Gallery, Charles B.
Benenson, B.A. 1933, Collection. © Estate of Stuart
Davis/Licensed by VAGA, New York, NY

Khalil “Alex” Elsankary

We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits.” Call 787-3000.

—Vincent Romei


