
Sprucing up the District
A neighborhood eyesore is finally going
away. The boarded up property at the cor-
ner of Dwight and Elm has been sold to
Neighborhood Housing Services Inc. This
organization will renovate the property
into two high quality residential units.

The City has passed the contract to
replace the sidewalks on Chapel Street
between Park and Howe. All of the trip-
ping hazards and the pooling water that
have annoyed the area will be corrected.
All will have noticed that the overgrown
trees that were constricting the sidewalk
area to less than the legal minimum of 5
feet have already been removed.

Bill Esposito is renovating his proper-
ty on the corner of Chapel and Park. The
building was always pretty ugly on the
upper floors. Look above Est Est Est now
and you will see all new brickwork.

Flower plantings are underway up
and down Chapel and Howe Streets. 60
barrels have been planted already.
Geraldine is busy rounding up more flow-
ers and more barrels will be purchased to
get us up to 75 locations. Chapel West
employee Will Newton has invented a 40
gallon watering machine to mount on
the back of his golf cart. Vinny and Brian
helped him build it last week. Will wants
to patent the Barrel

CW has ordered decorative meter
poles for Howe Street from Chapel Street
through Elm.We hope to have them in by
the end of June. These are similar to the
ones installed throughout the rest of the
district. 

About 25 years ago, the
area of Chapel and Howe
Streets were over-run with
drugs, prostitutes and the
assorted crimes that go
with them. How it got that
way is a long story, but
about 12 individuals in this neighborhood
decided it was enough and that some-
thing had to be done. We formed the
basis for the Chapel West as we know it
today.   

We were not paid and the work we
have done and time spent cannot be
measured in dollars. Our lives were
threatened, properties vandalized and
bad things too numerous to mention.
Thanks to the Mayor, Yale University, St.
Raphael’s Hospital, the New Haven and
Yale Police departments and other vari-
ous city agencies, the public can see the
wonderful things that are happening
today. The neighborhood is alive and safe.
This would not have happened without
the cooperation of all of the above. 

I have been on Chapel Street all of
my 80 years and my father before me for
a total of over 100 years.  Now with a
new generation taking over our business
I only hope that 100 years down the line
there will still be a Joseph’s on Chapel
Street.

Editor's note: Fred has four apart-
ments above the store that he rents to
Yale students. Among the more notables
who have lived there were Paul Newman
(3 years) when he went to Yale Drama
School and Michael Morand of Yale.

Meet a Commissioner
Fred Joseph, Chapel West Vice President
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The Yale Update
“The play’s the thing” this summer in the
Chapel West District with the commence-
ment of the Dwight/Edgewood Project
and the Yale Summer Cabaret.

For many students in New Haven,
June brings the start of summer baseball
and the end of school. But for a group of
students from Troup Magnet Academy,
June brings a month of learning about
theatre and playwrighting in an after
school program at Yale Repertory
Theatre/Yale School of Drama.

Now in its 12th season, the Dwight/
Edgewood Project pairs students from
Troup Magnet Middle School with men-
tors from the Yale School of Drama. The
program takes place over four weeks, dur-
ing which the students learn the funda-
mentals of playwriting, write their own
original play, observe the ensemble as it
rehearses the plays in preparation for two
public performances featuring costumes,
setting, and props designed and con-

structed by the young playwrights in col-
laboration with Yale School of Drama
designers.

This year's project culminates with
performances of the original plays on
June 22 and June 23. Admission is free but
reservations are recommended.

The drama continues to unfold at the
Summer Cabaret. Yale School of Drama’s
resident summer theater-and-restaurant-
in-one is home to the industry’s next
generation of artistic leaders—actors,
directors, designers and producers alike.
This summer, experience the multi senso-
ry performances drawing from Greek
mythology, The Bacchae, to modern day
short stories by a Brazilian playwright.
The 2007 season opens on June 20 and
runs through August 11.

As an update on the construction on
Howe Street, the ‘red curtain’ will rise on
the garage and sculpture building in June
and the ‘second act’ is slated to feature
the opening of the Gallery space in July.

The Chapel West District holds the
core of Yale’s Arts offerings, including its

theaters and art museums, where admis-
sion is free. This summer come explore
and enjoy.

For more information and ticket
reservations: Dwight/Edgewood Project:
Jeff Rogers, Executive Director
(203) 687-5587  
jeffrey.rogers@yale.edu

Summer Cabaret 2007
www.summercabaret.org
203.432.1567  Senior, student and group
discounts are available

Students warm up before rehearsal.

Sometimes it may seem that we focus a
lot on the Chapel/Park area, but the
District pays a lot of attention to the
West End also. The St. Raphael's area has
a small retail commercial section and a
large number of medical practitioners of
every type. Traffic out there often sur-
passes that of the Chapel/Howe intersec-
tion.  Over 60% of our street frontage is
west of Howe and you will see our men
out there every day sweeping and raking
all of the lawns and cleaning the City
park at Day Street. We recently added
George St. behind the hospital to our
cleaning route. It's a lot of work. 

The West River Neighborhood
Revitalization Zone has just celebrated
its 7th anniversary with a party spon-
sored by the W.River Neighborhood Serv.
Corp. This group already provides services
to many blocks at the westerly end of
Chapel West and we continue to have
discussions with them about extending
our Boundaries further into this area.
Our State Rep. Pat Dillon, spoke at the
party and pledged her support to our
efforts.  

In later issues we will do a profile of
our State Rep. and our 4 Aldermen who
have helped us greatly over the years. A
new business has recently opened on
Chapel near the corner of Beers. It is
called Wok Right In and carries a full
Chinese restaurant take out menu.  Next
door to that is a full service pharmacy. It
is our job to "link the Neighborhood" and
that's what we’re working on.

On the West End



out as other busi-
nesses shuttered—
Howe Convenient,
Tillies’ package
store and countless
others—working
side by side with
Evelyn Schatz to
found the Chapel
West Special
Services District.
Perseverance and
hard work have
helped bring the neighborhood forward.
Now Nick and Niki’s son Peter runs the
shop, making dough every morning and
keeping a perfectionist’s eye on quality
control. 

Most gratifying for the family is how
the Pizza House reflects the Chapel West
community. In a world that so often
seems divided, people from all walks of
life come together for pizza, toasted
grinders, salads, spaghetti and lasagna
that round out the menu, and good fel-
lowship. Inside you’ll find people who live
or work in the neighborhood or who stop
while passing through—Howe Street res-
idents, office workers, construction work-
ers, business executives, police men, fami-
lies, sports teams, and yes, even a few
Yalies once again, all feel welcome.

Meet your Neighbor . . .  Pizza House

Tidbits from Brian 
and The Prez

It's a happening and
were getting rave
reviews. In our quest to
"link the neighborhood",
Chapel West is giving
each retailer a black
baseball hat with our logo embroidered
on the front. They are GREAT looking.
Were asking them to buy hats ($5.00 -
they cost us $10.00) for their employees
so that we can flood the District with
these wonderful looking caps.  

We have also supplied our mainte-
nance crews with red tee shirts, complete
with our Logo on the front and Chapel
West on the back. You can buy these for
$5.00.  

In addition, we have produced a high
quality polo shirt with the logo embroi-
dered on the front, available  for only $25.
You would be proud to wear these at any
time. They are being well received and
orders are coming in.  To buy these items,
contact Vin Romei @ 787-3000 or stop in
at our office

Kudos to Strong Cohen Graphic
Design, Tom Strong, Amanda Damour,
and Debbie Pucillo, for the wonderful job
they have done in designing our Signage,
Banners, Logos and helping produce our
Newsletter. All this could not have been
accomplished without their enthusiastic
support, hard work and talented imagi-
nations. Chapel west is fortunate to have
them in our District.  Tom also serves us
as a Commissioner.  Thanks guys.

Fashion in Chapel West

Master Plan Continues

The District continues to work on the
expansion plan recommended in Dean
Sakamoto’s excellent master plan. The
areas being considered this round are the
two blocks just outside the existing area
bounded by Elm, Park, Edgewood and
Howe. This includes all of Lynwood Place. 

There are two options proceeding
simultaneously. If ALL property owners
sign the petition to join the District then
a simple vote of the Board of Aldermen 
is all that is required to complete the
expansion. If any owners in the expan-
sion area decline to join the District, the
vote of the Board of Aldermen will
include an authorization to proceed with
a referendum election among the owners
of taxable property. If a majority of tax-
able properties representing a majority 
of the assessed value vote yes, then ALL
of the properties will be included in the
District. 

So far the response has been very
favorable. Many owners have expressed a
desire to see Lynwood Place as clean
every day as all of the other streets in the
District. Many have commented that
Lynwood is currently filthier than any
street in the City. Once in Chapel West,
the Board would begin attempts to
improve facades of buildings and repairs
to all public areas including sidewalks
and lighting.

Eddie at Dunkin Donuts makes a
great Ice Coffee. 

Geraldine did a wonderful job with
the flower pots in front of C.A. White
building on Chapel Street. 

Brian and I had lunch at Kasbah 
Garden Café last week. It was a beautiful
day for relaxing outside in the Garden,
Good Food. . . Try it. . . A real joy.  

Chaps makes the best Bagels in
Town. . . I attended the ground breaking
ceremonies for  203 Dwight St (corner of
Edgewood). Neighborhood Housing to
build a two family structure. Happy to
see development in our Neighbors 
district.

Nate Zeidenberg, former Alderman
and 7th Ward Chairman has enthusiasti-
cally purchased a Chapel West Cap. He is
wearing it proudly in his travels around
the City. Lets everyone take his lead and
acquire hats for themselves and their
employees to show some Chapel West
Spirit. Thanks Nate!

Comments, suggestions or ideas for
the Newsletter to:Vin Romei 787-3000 
e-mail: romeiroman@aol.com

“The best pizza in New Haven (and
therefore perhaps the world) is at the
Pizza House on Edgewood and Howe.”
“Four Stars.”    “Oh what pizza!”

These postings from the blogosphere
mean that Chapel West’s best-kept secret
is out. Pizza House Pizza, baked in pans
with a slightly thicker crust that is crisp,
light and chewy all at the same time,
with fresh toppings and cut in squares,
has been a neighborhood favorite since
Nick Papadopoulos began making pizza
on the corner of Edgewood and Howe in
1963, when he and his brothers pur-
chased the old Mitchell Dairy from a mys-
terious Greek known as “Captain.” They
started with small 10 inch pizzas, pack-
aged to go between two paper plates.
After perfecting the recipe they expand-
ed to medium and large sizes but contin-
ue to bake small pizzas in those original
10 inch iron pans.

Soon the Pizza House became a
neighborhood hangout for Yale students
who would pack the place, nursing foun-
tain sodas and snacking on those small
pies late into the evening. As the neigh-
borhood wen through changes in the late
60’s and early 70’s the students moved
on but the neighborhood folks remained
loyal. Nick and Niki Papadopoulos stuck it

Celebrating Summer

Chapel West is throwing a cookout for
everyone on Thursday, July 26, from
5-8 p.m. All owners, tenants, friends of
Chapel West, and their friends too, will 
be there. 

The menu will be amazing as will be
the location. The party will be held at the
Kasbah Garden Café at 105 Howe Street
which was recently opened by Lahcen
Alouah, the owner of the Casablanca
boutique on Chapel Street. 

We will be grilling outdoors in the
beautiful garden which has seating
under trees, stars, and umbrellas for 100
people. We have an indoor restaurant as
well for preparing the more difficult dish-
es. Do not be concerned if you do not get
a mailed invite--we are not good with
lists, the cast is always changing, and we
do not know which friends you wish to
bring, so just feel invited and show up.

Joel Schiavone has agreed to provide
music for our entertainment. Were all
looking forward  to having a good time
as we Link The Neighborhood.


