
Most people are familiar withMamoun's
on Howe Street, possibly the oldest
restaurant still in business in the District.
Today the restaurant is run by two
brothers Suleyman and Tarek Chater,
both the nephews of Mamoun who
opened the first restaurant in Greenwich
Village in 1971, and sons of Mohammed
Chater who opened the Howe Street
branch in 1977. Suleyman runs the 11 am
to 7 pm shift and his brother Tarek the 7
pm to 3 am shift. If you bring a crowd
with you they will stay open later. This is
a 365 day a year operation. Mamoun's has
become a well known icon in American
culture. A Google search will bring up
13,000 references because either the
New Haven or the New York stores have
been mentioned so many times in
articles, reviews, blogs, biographies, etc.
Everyone has hung out late night in one
of the Mamoun's restaurants at some
time in their life, and many have written
about it. So check there if you want
anecdotes from the past. Now middle
eastern food is much alike across the
world but the Syrian style is the core of
it all and the best, we think. Mamoun's
carries a full menu of all the traditional
foods.We are not going to list any of
them. Go in there yourself and drink a
tea while you think about the menu.

to purchase supplies for architectural
and set design model making. In addition
to attaining this unique position for
model makers we believe that we have
preeminent excellence for the State of
Connecticut in art materials. Our framing
craftsmanship also excels as a local
resource acknowledged as best for five
years running.
How we got to where we are and why

such a distinctive store should have
evolved in the small city of New Haven,
Connecticut is a tale of coincidence and
perseverance.
Hull’s began in business in 1947 as

Hull’s Hobbies founded by Harry Hull.
Hobby stores in 1947 and through at least
the 1960s were very different than they
have become today. Before television and
computer games a hobby in every house-
hold was not uncommon. Kids came to
the hobby shop for their balsa wood to
make airplanes and bass wood to make
“towns and cities” for their railroad
layouts. Coincident with this flourishing
hobby business, New Haven, being a late
twentieth century Mecca for design of
modern buildings, the architects of the
city and the architecture students of
Yale University used the hobby store’s
resources to build their models. The
symbiosis persisted and the product lines
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Meet your Neighbor...Mamoun's

Steve Kovel, is the owner of Hull’s
Art Supply & Framing and an active
participant in the efforts of ChapelWest
since 1999. He became a commissioner
in 2004 after taking some time to get
his feet on the New Haven ground. Steve
has operated in the art materials industry
for over 25 years formerly owning an
assortment of stores (now only one).
Prior to his retail work he spent some
years as an engineer involved in govern-
ment contract adminstration for the
production of naval reactors. After his
college he spent seven years in nuclear
submarines. Some where in between he
spent two years getting his mba degree
at Yale.
Hull’s Art Supply & Framing has

become an institution as the most
comprehensive and complete location

Meet a Commissioner

The prices are amazingly low. You will
be surprised. It is a little dark in
Mamoun's so sit by the window if you
want to do the crossword puzzle. In
the summer you can use the sidewalk
tables. Oriental rugs,scimitars,plants,
and unidentifiable objects adorn the
walls. The chandeliers are so large I
personally refuse to sit under them. They
may have been designed by Damocles.
One usually drinks the traditional middle
eastern tea with sugar but Mamoun's
will give you honey if you ask. Suleyman

for architectural model makers as well as
set design model makers grew and grew.
Hull’s was a real New Haven fixture.

But as changes occured the “hobby”
side of the business largely disappeared.
However, with its proximity to Yale’s
architecture, drama and art schools, the
model making aspect of hobbies
remained a mainstay of Hull’s business.
In 1999, the business was acquired by

Steve Kovel, moved eastward down the
block about 300 yards to its present loca-
tion (more central to New Haven and
Yale), and re-named “Hull’s Art Supply
and Framing.”
From its long evolving retail history;

its support of architectural model build-
ing, set design and fine art; and with
the benefit of today’s technologies,
Hull’s now seeks to fulfill a vision as:
“Suppliers to Model Makers, Artists and
Architects Worldwide.”
You’ll find us uniquely prepared to

fulfill the needs that any customer, no
matter how specialized, will require.
Fascinating products await all who cross
the threshold. Decorative handmade
papers, the funniest greeting cards in
New Haven and Moleskine journals are
but a few of the legion of items that will
grab your attention. Come discover one
of the great fun stores in New Haven!

...

Steve Kovel, right with Vin Romei, left

Suleyman with good friend, Spencer Lucky.

has a thing about the sugar jar and there
is only one allowed in the whole restau-
rant and it can be tough to find at times
when the place is crowded! The address
is 85 Howe and you can call 562 8444 to
order in advance or for takeout orders if
in a hurry. Parking is really never a prob-
lem because there is a small lot behind
the building. There are many people in
the neighborhood here who have been
eating at Mamoun's for 30 years now.



Michael and Anthony Onofrio at James
Camera on Chapel St. are very helpful
to customers. Especially if you are a
member of ChapelWest. Stop in and
say "Hello" They have everything you
may need for your Photo jobs.
Congrats to Bill Cramer, Hull's

Hobbies and Hardware. He and his family
celebrated his 75th Birthday last month.
He looks great. Marilyn must be good
to him.
Renovations to Cannon's building

at 1187 Chapel St. are nearing completion.
It looks terrific! There is City money
available for Facade improvements.
If your interested, Call Brian McGrath at
our office. Tel. No. 787-3000 or 787-3300.
Brian and I are in the early stages of

planning an Art/ Beautification/ renova-
tion project.We hope to work with Yale's
Art , Archectiture and Sculptor schools
to indentify any unused available space
(Walls, ground, etc.) for this purpose.
Anyone having an interest or thoughts on
the subject should contact Brian or me.

Around the district
Freddie Joseph stops by my office once or
twice a week while taking his daily walk.
He often tells me stories about his tour
of duty in the Army during wwii. He was
an mp stationed in Germany. His son-in-
law Tom pays me $10.00 to keep him here
as long as possible.
Geraldine has promised that she will

get a new hair-style to match the gal
in her wonderful banner on Chapel St.
Bob Richards of Carafano's Optical is

getting Itchy. He can't wait for softball
season to start. He's been playing basket-
ball to get in shape. "Go get em Bob".
Congrats to Nancy Delgado upon

opening her Barber Shop/Salon in the
Hotel Duncan. Formerly with Phil's and
Broadway Hair, she's been cutting hair in
the Yale Community for years.
Did you hear about the Fisherman

and the Mermaid who got married?
"They met on line"

CONDOLENCES to Len Yanavich on the
recent death of his mother. Our prayers
are with you and your family.

The Yale Update
discourse and drawing such leading
talents as Frank Gehry, Zaha Hadid
and Richard Rogers to its faculty. Stern
also introduced the regularly scheduled
exhibitions at the School of Archi-
tecture, which have filled the ground
floor of Paul Rudolph’s landmark Art +
Architecture and drawn visitors from
around the world. Stern will preside
over the historic reopening next fall
of the Art + Architecture Building, to be
renamed The Rudolph Building after
its architect, following its extensive
renovation.

Ten Yale alumni chosen for 2008Whitney
Biennial
Ever wonder what Yale art students

do after graduation? Ten graduates from
the Yale School of Art, whom you may
have known or past by walking down
Chapel Street, are being honored in
theWhitney Biennial, one of the most
important contemporary art exhibitions
in the nation. From March 6 through
June 1, you can see the artwork ofWalead
Beshty ‘02 mfa, Shannon Ebner ‘00 mfa,
and Michael Smith ‘81 mfa (photogra-
phy); William Cordova ‘04 mfa and Lisa
Sigal ‘89 mfa (painting); David Reinfurt
‘99 mfa (graphic design), Rashawn Griffin
‘05 mfa, Leslie Hewitt ‘04 mfa, Charles
Long ‘88 mfa, and Adam Putnam ‘00
mfa (sculpture) alongside the works of
seventy other artists at New York’s
Whitney Museum of American Art.

http://whitney.org/www/2008biennial/

Part of The Link

A new business has opened in Chapel
West. It is called Hair Niche and is
located in the lobby of the Hotel Duncan.
The business name Niche is after the
two grandchildren of the owner Nancy
Delgado, Nicholas and Chelsea.
Along with her daughter Shannon,

Nancy provides full barbershop services
to all and that includes men's haircuts.
The barbershop is open 7 days a week
8am to 5pm and all walk-ins will be
accommodated. Nancy and Shannon
are well known haircutters in the area
and have doing this since 1984 and
1991 respectively. Nancy’s is the newest
business to locate in ChapelWest.We
look forward to others following her
example. Adding another link to the
“neighborhood”.

Yale Raises Incentives for Employees to
Buy Homes in New Haven
Yale University has enhanced its

highly successful Homebuyer Program
and extended it through 2009. In
the new phase of the program, Yale is
increasing the annual payment to each
participant from $2,000 per year to
$2,500. Together with a first-year incen-
tive payment of $5,000, the grant totals
$30,000. The number of Yale University
employees who have bought homes
through the program reached 835 at the
end of 2007. Yale University’s program
is the largest and most generous such
employer-assisted homeownership
program offered by any institution of
higher education in the nation.

http://www.yale.edu/hronline/hbuyer/

Stern Continues as Dean of Architecture
Robert A.M. Stern ’65 M.Arch. will

begin a third five-year term as dean of
Yale School of Architecture this July. Since
his appointment in 1998, Stern has trans-
formed the Yale School of Architecture
into an international hub of architectural

What's a neighborhood without some-
one selling newspapers on the corner.
Meet Russell Pittman, our local man on
the beat. Russ is out there from 5:30 a.m.
til 11:30 a.m. on a daily basis.
He has a quick smile and a ready

handshake. He's even agreed to help
keep the corner clean and pick up any
trash to be found on his turf. You can
find Russ at the corner of Chapel and
Park Sts., in front of the Dunkin Donut
shop. He is a welcome asset to our
community. Eddie Donuts keeps him
in line.

Yale’s Homebuyers program celebrates its 800th mark in 2007.

We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits.” Call 787-3000.

—Vincent Romei

Tidbits by Vin Romei

Hair Niche opens

Nancy and Shannon with a Chapel Street regular.


