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Beautification Comes to Chapel West Tidbits by Vin Romei

Bob Richards...a man for all seasons
Bob Richards owns and operates Carofano
Opticians. A product of New Haven, Bob
attended Hillhouse H.S. and University of
New Haven before committing to a two
year stint in the Army.When he returned
home in 1969, he started his apprentice-
ship at Carofano’s under the watchful eye
of James (Jim ) Carofano at his 1215A
Chapel St. location. He’s been there ever
since. In 1975 he received his operating
license and when Mr. Carofano passed
away in 1980, Bob was a member of a
group who bought out the practice. He
became 100% owner in 1997. He has a
wonderful collection of Old (Antique)
eyeglass equipment.
Bob has been married to his wife

Patricia for 38 years. They have two chil-
dren and four grandchildren (all girls). He
is a devoted family man and that is his
first passion (sometimes). He played
baseball under Frank “Porky” Viera at
UNH and has been playing some sort of
softball (Fast pitch, slow pitch, semi-fast
pitch, i.e. for 54 years. Still plays. Some-
times 3-4 nights a week. Also plays
basketball in the winter and finds time
to golf.

Bob has been in ChapelWest for 39
years. and were fortunate to have him as

one of our retailers. He’s passionate
about ChapelWest as well.

We enjoyed a month and one half with a
wonderful array of colorful pansies in our
planters throughout the district. They
were a welcome sight after the long and
dreary winter.
We now have replaced them with an

assortment of summer flowers, vines and
other greenery. These draught resistant
plantings should last until September
when Fall Mums will be the order of he
day. You will notice that we installed four-
teen more masonry pots bringing our
total up to 42. By this time next year we

hope to have these concrete units on all
of the street corners in Chapel West.
They do look great.
We have undertaken a project to paint

all of the light poles, traffic signals poles,
fire hydrants and utility boxes through-
out the district. As we go to press, we
have completed Chapel Street from York
to Howe and have started up from there.
It's a never ending challenge to maintain
the neighborhood but it's a rewarding
chore.

“Visiting France on a wine tasting trip, a
woman drank too much, fell from the
hotel window and ended up in a body
cast. She swore never to get plastered In
Paris again”
I can't wait until Eddie Donuts (Dunkin

Donuts) takes off his hat to show us the
curls he has grown.

Bob Richards, Carafano’s Opticians, is
still playing Fast-Pitch softball. He tells
me he went 3 for 4 the other night. I told
him to take it easy on the young kids.

Thrilled to see all the restaurants that
have decided to utilize outdoor dining/
eats etc. on their sidewalks. It really
brightens up the area. Thanks to Chaps,
Est-Est-Est, Jo-Jo’s, Sullivan’s, Ahimsa,
Tai Pan Asian, Pad Thai and Mamoun’s.
We hope more will join them.

Clay Studio’s Chris and Laura are work-
ing onmedallions that will be adhered to
our planters. I suspect they will be objects
of beauty and look forward to seeing the
finished product.
“My last job was working in Starbucks,

but I had to quit because it was always
the same old grind.”
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Patrons enjoy dining alfresco on Chapel Street.
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Security Camera Update Around the District

Meet Your Neighbor
Mike Criscio runs theM and M Pawnshop
at the corner of Howe and George. After
17 years in business at this location, the
exact nature of he operation has become
hard to define. The services available
here include check cashing, key making,
Western Union, automatic bill paying, tra-
ditional pawn loans, phone cards, and bail
bonds. You might think that a pawn shop
is all used goods, but you would be mis-
taken.M and M carries a great deal of
new merchandise including motor scoot-
ers, guitars, jewelry and toys of all kinds.
Dozens of other products are new as well.
Used tools are big here and equipment of
all sorts, as well as cameras and iPods.
The old stuff is best though and a list
would fill his entire newsletter. You need
to go and have a look. If you don't see it,
ask for it and come back the following
week.
When asked about the most unusual

item ever purchased Mike will show you
the 4 foot python he keeps in a large
aquarium at the shop. The most expen-
sive item ever bought was a 3 carat dia-
mond. Mike also likes stamps, coins, and
any collectibles. Need a $6,000 bicycle or
just a $100 one? It will all be here on one
day or another.

The Cameras have been installed and are
activated at the corners of Crown and
Howe streets and also Edgewood and
Howe. In addition, we have programmed
them to zoom in and out along the side-
walks so that a much clearer picture can
be obtained.We recently had a streak of
smash & grab incidents that have now
subsided.We think the word is getting
around about the cameras.We had a cou-
ple of decent shots of the perpetrators
and they are being pursued by NHPD.

Alex Rivera, Yale PD apprehended two
youths who committed a purse snatch-
ing. Alex is a Chapel
West property owner,
so we are proud to
claim him as one of
our own.We are in
the process of plan-
ning future installa-
tions that should
take place this fall.
Stay Tuned...

Vin Gagliardi has up-graded the front of
Gag’s Liquor store and Alternate Universe
at the corner of Chapel & Park Streets. He
also recently did the same to the Dunkin
Donut store.We’re always happy to see
our property owners maintain their build-
ings in first class style.
The Howard Hill funeral home always

looks great. Last year Howard did major
renovations to his property. He recently
installed a security system throughout
the building and cleaned up the section
in back of the Temporary Labor building.
He has installed a planting bed and
intends to plant shrubs and flowers
accordingly. Our Chapel West cleaning
crews are helping by cleaning up Cofield
Way and also maintain the rear of 1289
Chapel St. “Keep up the good work,
Howard.”

Anthony and his crew are maintaining
the streets, curbs, and sidewalks in a first
class manner. They are cleaned daily and
the area has never looked so good.
Welcome to David Thompson, AIA

Architects who have just moved into the
Schaefer building at 1211 Chapel St. It’s
always good to see new companies that
recognize the vitality of our neighbor-
hood and are willing to make a commit-
ment to join The ChapelWest Neighbor-
hood.
We have a new owner of the lock-

smith business at 177 Park St.Gabe Tarsi
has opened Park St. Lock & Safe Co. It’s a
good move because we need this type of
business and it helps stabilize the area.
“Good luck Carl.”

COOKOUT

Reserve the date of
Tuesday, August 4, 2009

for our 3rd annual Cookout.

Place: Parking Lot-Pro Park
Corner of Chapel and Howe Streets.

Time: 5:00 pm–9:00 pm

Food and fun...You’re invited.
RSVP 787-3000 Condolences

To Sue, Asst. Manager at Dunkin Donuts,
due to the passing of her mother. “Our
prayers are with you and your family”.

Left to right; Enoc, Mike Criscio, and Troy.


