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Zone Plan The Gift of Giving
Chapel West published a master plan 2
years ago. It can be read online at http://
www.infonewhaven.com/chapelwest/
Click on “Master Plan” and download

it to your desktop.
The District has been carrying out the

recommendations in that plan, slowly but
surely. One of those projects is to increase
the development possibilities of the
commercial sections of Chapel West by
changing the zoning on portions of
Chapel and Howe Streets from low densi-
ty commercial (BA) to high density com-
mercial (BD or BD1). The District has
engaged the services of a project mana-
ger and a professional city-planning firm
to assist in preparation of the documen-
tation and presentations that will be
required before the City Plan Commission
and the Board of Aldermen.
Basically, the new zoning would reflect

what has already taken place over the
decades in sections of Chapel West that
are higher density mixed uses. A great
many properties already are developed
with six floors and contain mixed uses.

The District intends to encourage such
downtown development patterns. This
change would be especially beneficial
to owners of currently vacant property.
A higher density of both businesses and
residents is desired by all property
owners.
The District Board will notify you as

this project progresses.When the pro-
posed legislation is ready for submission
by our 4 Aldermen, you will be notified of
all public hearings. All property owners,
especially, will be needed to testify favor-
ably on this proposal.

Antonio Giano, age 9, recently donated
all of his birthday presents to Yale New
Haven’s Children’s Hospital. He had
requested that party attendees bring
gifts for kids of all ages in order to satisfy
his desire to make as many of them as he
could happy.He donated 70 gifts in all.
Antonio is the grandson of long time
Chapel West Commissioner D.J. Ornato.
His father is Anthony Giano, who owns
the company that so capably performs
our street cleaning operation.

A big thank you from ChapelWest to
Antonio for his kindness and considera-
tion for less fortunate children.

The January issue has named Heirloom,
the restaurant at the “Study at Yale” as
the best Hotel Dining Statewide and New
Haven County. They also were voted Best
New Restaurant for New Haven County.
Miya’s Restaurant was voted Best Sushi
Statewide and New Haven County and
also Best Asian-New Haven County.
In earlier issues, Jo-Jo’s was voted Best

Coffee House-New Haven County and

Dr. Ron Delfini was named one of the
Top Fifty Periodontists in the State.
A banner year for ChapelWest. Kudos

for each category winner.We’re pleased
that they have chosen to locate in our
District. Dr. Delfini also serves as a com-
missioner on CW’s Board and has been a
very valuable member of our team.
Again, congrats to all.

Chapel West Members Honored again
by Connecticut Magazine (readers)

Reminder
Our Annual Meeting will be held on
February 24, 2010 at the Study at
Yale. Dinner and refreshments will be
served starting at 5:30pm. The meet-
ing will begin at 6:30pm. All property
owners are invited to attend.We will
be electing 3 board members for
three-year terms.We will be present-
ing financial information, budget
projections, and plans for the upcom-
ing year.We look forward to seeing
you there.

Dr. Ron Delfini, 1204 Chapel Street68 Howe Street
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Around the District

On exhibit & now playing in the district
Eero Saarinen: Shaping the Future
Yale University Art Gallery, Chapel St.
February 19 – May 2, 2010

Yale School of Architecture, York St.
February 18 – May 2, 2010

The exhibition conveys the technological
and structural ingenuity of Saarinen’s
buildings. The show features full-scale
building mock-ups, never-before-seen
drawings, models, photographs, films,
and ephemera.

I hope everyone enjoyed the holiday trees
that we had installed in our concrete con-
tainers on each corner of the Chapel West
District.
We also put in an assortment of fir

tree branches and other colorful items in
the wooden bbls. located throughout the
area.We thought it gave a very wintry,
festive look. It also provided about eight
trees to families who might not have had
one.We think we will be doing it again
next year.

Street-scape improvements will be
one of our main focuses this coming year.
We have commissioned Dean Sakamoto,
A.I.A. to do a study of all areas in need
of attention along with pictures and
descriptions of the work to be accom-
plished. It’s detailed and impressive.We
have already started meeting with the
appropriate city officials to solicit their
response and prioritize the work to be
done.We’re concentrating on sidewalks,
tripping hazards, tree wells, blighted trees
and any other unsightly areas. Our aim is
to maintain an on-going program to keep
improving our infrastructure and present
Chapel West in the best possible light.
Feel free to contact us with any thoughts

or suggestions you may have on this
matter.

Chapel West considers itself a “Garden
Community” and as such is interested in
creating our image to reflect it. That’s one
of the reasons we’re interested in our
street-scape, flowers, artwork etc. In this
regard, we wish to encourage outdoor
dining as much as possible.We are in the
process of developing standards for our
various restaurants that want to partici-
pate in serving outdoors (sidewalk cafes).
There may even be some funds available
for planters, shrubbery, and other ameni-
ties. We will be contacting our eateries to
further develop this theme and get their
thoughts and ideas accordingly. Please
call Brian or myself if you’re interested.
We constantly monitor our streetlights

to make sure they are working.We seem
to have a high percentage of lamps that
go out and we have to notify the City to
correct it. Please report to us any mal-
function that you may notice so that we
can attend to it ASAP. These are not just
decorative lights but are low mass light-
ing designed to light up the sidewalks
for security purposes. Thanks for your
cooperation.

“Did you know that thieves who steal
corn from a garden could be charged
with stalking?”

Varinda and Nick Singh, new owners
of the building on the corner of Chapel &
Park St., just returned from a vacation in
India. The only problem is that they
brought back Indian snow and cold
weather with them. I told them next
year go to Florida for their vacation.

Alex from Chap’s Restaurant is open-
ing a 2nd location on Chapel St. between
Church St. and Orange St.We wish Alex
luck with his new venture.

Weird Fact: It’s physically impossible
for you to lick your elbow..........

Ahimsa restaurant has closed but we
understand that the corner is attracting
a lot of interest from various restaurant
operators and we hope to see progress
with a new tenant there very soon.We
will keep you informed.

The Holiday party in December was a
wonderful celebration. The Saint Thomas
More lobby is absolutely beautiful and a
great place to enjoy good company, fine
food, refreshments and world-class music
by Ron Lawrence & Co. Anna’s catering
did an outstanding job with the food
and we will be sure to use Anna again.
Thank you all for coming and we will look
forward to next year.
On several occasions we have had the

opportunity to use Geraldine’s florist for
various considerations. Each time we do,
the feedback is extremely positive. Very
professional and fresh product.We highly
recommend her for any of your needs
along these lines.
I’ll bet everyone who read this column

has tried to lick their elbow by now.
C’mon.....Fess up. Until next time....

Tidbits by Vin Romei

We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits”. Call 787-3000

—Vincent Romei

Eero Saarinen’s Tulip Chair (1956) was designed
as part of his “one piece, one material” furniture
philosphy, and minimizes the clutter of feet that
most furniture creates.
Aluminum base, fused plastic finish, molded plas-

tic shell reinforced with fiberglass, and upholstered
seat cushion. Yale Repertory Theatre

January 29–February 28

Anthony Blockberry, left and Monty Hunter, right.

Ingall’s Hockey Rink,designed by Saarinen and built
between 1953 and 1958 for Yale University.


