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Building for the Future
Property owners in our District recognize
that they have an important role to play
in the positive growth of Chapel West.
Your Board of Commissioners work on
cleaning, maintenance, safety, zoning,
planning and bringing people together in
order to build a better community. Since

we moved into our offices at 61 Howe St.
improvements and renovations have been
on going. From large projects like the
Hotel, Yale’s Rudolph Hall, Loria Center,
renovations at AYA & 1195 Chapel St. to
Howard K. Hill’s Funeral Home refurbish-
ing and John Cannon’s 1187 Chapel St.

In between these projects, Vin
Gagliardi renovated 1179 Chapel, Rimage
upgraded the entire front of his building,
Chapel Pediatrics upgraded their land-
scaping at 1441 Chapel, Michael Criscio
followed suit atM&M Pawn Shop along
with Off Broadway, Inc., EST, EST, EST,
and the Pizza House investing in improve-
ments to their real estate. Arnie Lehrer is
just finishing up with a new brick stair-
way that looks great.

ChapelWest, with the help of the
City’s Dept. of Economic Development,
is now spearheading a facade program
that will standardize and improve side-
walk dining areas for nine restaurants in
CW. It is a pilot type operation that if it
goes well, we will offer it to all restau-
rants in our district.

It is this kind of cooperation of all of
our property owners and tenants that
truly makes ChapelWest a very special
“Special Services District”

Tidbits by Vin Romei

On an employee resume: “My first job
was working in an orange juice factory,
but I got canned. I couldn’t concentrate.”

ChapelWest welcomes a new addition
to the neighborhood. Sophie Cullinan,
Geraldine’s Golden Retriever. Sophie
takes Jim for a walk 3-4 times per day.
Brian wanted to register her to vote. . . .

We are meeting with the new Police
Chief Frank Limon to discuss ChapelWest
and his approach to city policing.We look
forward to forming a good working rela-
tionship and discussing areas of common
concern.

Congratulations to Len Yanavich on the
celebration of his 25th year of business in
ChapelWest. He’s been a welcomed addi-
tion to our area.

Sorry to see long-time proprietor Bill
Cramer closing his store,Hull’s Hobbies
and Hardware, after 48 years in CW.
He will be sincerely missed.

“They said he had a photographic
memory, which was never developed.”

We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits”. Call 787-3000

—Vincent Romei

Rimage

Arnie’s new front steps 1441 Chapel St. landscaping

Renovations at AYA



Welcome a new Commissioner Around the District

Rimage’s 25th anniversary
Twenty years ago, I moved uptown from
College Street, eventually settling in our
1850’s home. I shared space across the
street with Bill and Marilyn at Hulls,
Bobby at Carafano’s and the Schaeffers as
a landlord and the old Santa at Lenoce’s.
To stake claim to a growing neighbor-
hood, beautify it w/gardens and welcome
new people to an area that had often
times been shunned was a goal of mine,
and with the help of other new busi-
nesses like London Ltd. and Geraldine’s
we’re seeing it happen. I’m proud to
stand on our “new porch” and look out at
what progress and healthy development
can bring.Here’s to another 25!

Len Yanavich
Artistic Director, Rimage Salon

Howard K. Hill was recently elected to the
Board of Commissioners at our annual
meeting in February.

Howard is a native ofWindsor, CT.
He received his Mortuary Science degree
from the American Academy McAllister
Institute of New York in 1991. He is a
Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer in
the states of New York and Connecticut.
He later obtained the designation of a
Certified Pre-Arrangement Counselor
(CPC). He founded the Howard K. Hill
Funeral Services located at 1287 Chapel
Street, New Haven, CT on July 19, 2004.

Howard has been married for 9 years
with three children who make great sacri-
fices to allow him to give himself to the
community as a public servant. He is a
current member of the National Associa-
tion of Funeral Directors (NFDA), National
Funeral Directors and Morticians Associa-
tion (NFD&MA), Connecticut Funeral
Directors Association (CFDA), National
Association of Realtors (NAR), the Greater
New Haven Chamber Commerce, the
Greater New Haven Business & Profess-

ional Association, the NAACP, and the
Oriental Lodge No. 6, FNAM, PH. He also
serves as a Board member for the Hannah
Gray Home and the Community Founda-
tion of New Haven.

The weather has finally broken and we
got our flowers planted. They’re already
looking great.We have ordered ten more
concrete containers and hope to eventu-
ally have them throughout the District.

Nick Singh of the Chapel Mini Mart is
starting to upgrade the property he pur-
chased at 1182 Chapel St.We’re looking
forward to his complete renovation.

Chapel West is collaborating with the
Economic Development Dept. and the
various restaurants that provide sidewalk-
dining services to upgrade their space.
We are looking to make improvements
with fences/railing, lighting, tables &
chairs, flowers, shrubbery, awnings, etc.
Everyone is quite excited about the proj-
ect and the cooperative effort being put
forth by all involved.

Chris Alexiades, Clay Studio, has
agreed to head up aMerchants Commit-
tee to take on the various events spon-
sored by CW and to create more.We are
just starting to put a team together and
will keep you informed.

Alex from Chap’s is starting another
restaurant at 821 Chapel St. It’s called
Golden Rock and should open soon.
Good luck to Alex.

We have trimmed the trees on Park St.
from Chapel to Crown.We are now work-
ing on Chapel St. and hope to complete
the project by the end of June.

Our new website should be up and
running soon.We will KIT….

Condolences

To Nancy at Hair Niche due to the passing
of her daughter Shannon. She was much
loved.

To Helen Papa, wife of Stephen Papa,
longtime ChapelWest businessman and
community leader.
Our prayers are with your families.

Dr. Ronald Delfini and staff, along with
Marcia Delfini, volunteered at the third
annual Connecticut Mission of Mercy,
which was held March 12-13 in Middle-
town, CT. The Connecticut Mission of
Mercy is an organization of dental and
healthcare professionals along with com-

munity volunteers who provide much
needed dental services to individuals who
have difficulty accessing dental care. This
year’s Mission of Mercy treated over
2,000 patients and provided approxi-
mately $800,000 worth of dental care.
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