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Meet our Alderwoman Tidbits by Vin Romei

“He looks like an idiot and he talks like
an idiot. But don’t let that fool you, he
really is an idiot.” Groucho Marx.....
During each subsequent  newsletter we
will be highlighting the various streets 
in Chapel West with a short history of
where the name is derived from. See
Chapel and Sherman stories in the 
current issue.

We’re looking forward to installing
new sidewalks on Chapel St. from York to
Park as soon as the weather breaks. They
are long overdue and we have been prom-
ised by the powers that be.

I'm always impressed by the energy
that Geraldine and her husband Jim bring
to their store. It always looks great and
they seem to have a lot of fun with holi-
day and seasonal decorating. The same
goes for London, Ltd.

“Last week, I stated this woman was
the ugliest woman I had ever seen. I have
since been visited by her sister and now
wish to withdraw that statement.”—
Mark Twain 

Till next time.......  VAR

The Chapel West Annual Holiday get-
together was again held at St. Thomas
More Chapel and Center at Yale. Pictured
are Len Yanavich from Rimagé and D.J.
Ornato from Off Broadway. This signature
event was a huge success in every way
from the attendance, the catering by
Anna’s, the live jazz band by the Bobby
Winters Trio, and the beautiful St. Thomas
More meeting space, which we think may
be our permanent home base.

We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits”. Call 203 787-3000

—Vincent Romei

Frances “Bitsie” Clark is in her fourth
term as a member of the Board of
Alderman for the City of New Haven. She
represents the Downtown 7th Ward that
encompasses part of Chapel West and
most of Town Green Special Services
Districts. Bitsie grew up in Brooklyn, New
York. She was named Mary Frances after
her two grandmothers but it was such a
long name for such a tiny little girl that
her family called her Bitsie. Now everyone
calls her Bitsie. 

She went to Vassar College and in
1950 she had a blind date at Yale and
married that blind date four years later.
Bitsie and her husband came back to
New Haven in 1956 so he could attend
the Yale Law School. She got a job at the
local Girl Scout Council where she worked
for 10 years. After staying home for 16
years to bring up two children she went
to work at the Arts Council of Greater
New Haven as its Executive Director.
After 19 years she retired in 2002. 

Since her retirement she has worked
part time as an arts and community
development consultant with arts organi-
zations and cities throughout the State of
Connecticut. Currently she serves on the
Boards of New Haven’s Shubert Theater,
The International Festival of Arts and
Ideas, Creative Arts Workshop, and the
Connecticut Mental Health Center
Foundation. She is also the President 
of the Audubon Court Condominium
Association.

As an Alderman she is a member of
the Community Development Committee,
Chair of the Youth Committee, and Vice
Chair of Finance. She also represents the
Aldermen on the Board of the Economic
Development Corporation. She serves on
the Commission on Cultural Affairs and
the Development Commission.

Bitsie has a Bachelor’s Degree in
Political Science from Vassar College 
and holds an Honorary Degree of Dr. of
Humane Letters from Albertus Magnus
College. Her son and his family live in
Dallas, Texas and her daughter and her
family live in Brooklyn. Bitsie has five
grandchildren under the age of 10 whom
she sees often and enjoys immensely. 

Officer “Rap” in the District

Officer Eraclito Rapuano is a very capable
and highly efficient member of the Yale
Police Department who regularly covers
the Chapel West area. He currently is in
his 21st year at Yale and has been in the

Bike Patrol since 1997. Chapel West is very
fortunate to have a dedicated officer such
as “Rap” to cover our streets and 
by-ways. 
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade

Rudy’s new restaurant at the corner of
Chapel & Howe is coming along great. It
should be opening the first week of April.
Another restaurant, Pancho Cafe, at the
corner of Chapel & Park St. (pictured
below), is remodeling and hopes to open
by the end of March. The former Rudy’s
has re-opened under the name Elm Bar.
It seems that everyone wants to be in
Chapel West. I can’t blame them.

I thought it would never happen but it
appears that Spring is around the corner.
We have scheduled our first plantings for
Monday 4/4/11. Colorful pansies will be a
sight for sore eyes. “See you around”
V.A.R.

The architect behind iconic New Haven
structures such as the Knights of Colum-
bus world headquarters is honored with a
retrospective exhibition of his work at the
Yale School of Architecture, titled “Kevin
Roche: Architecture as Environment.”
Feb 7-May 6, 2011

CWSSD Tel: 203-787-3000

Vin Romei, Pres. romeiroman@aol.com
Brian McGrath, Bus. Mgr. chapeldistrict@aol.com

Around the District 

The Saint Patrick’s Day Parade was the
occasion for Chapel West to host the First
Annual Parade Watching and Eating and
Drinking Contest Open House at our
offices at 1205 Chapel. A nice crowd
attended and enjoyed ringside seats,
corned beef and cabbage and Irish beers.
Three Aldermen in full marching gear
stopped by  to say hello-Maureen
O’Sullivan-Best, Tom Lehtonen, and
Alexander Rhodeen. Kelly Murphy from
City Hall came by as did a host of busi-
ness owners and residents. In the same
picture you can see Mike Morand from
Yale and Charlie Salerno, our band leader.

When we first saw that old black car
we thought it was Arnie Lehrer’s father 
trying to park facing the wrong way in

front of his building in the middle of the
parade route, but then we saw the State
Police placard and red lights and realized
that the State Police must simply be
upgrading their fleet.
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