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Meet Bill Esposito

There’s something new in the neighbor-
hood, but it isn’t Vincent Gagliardi. It is
the new street sign “Gag Jr’s Corner”
recently erected by the City Transpor-
tation, Traffic, and Parking Department
upon orders of the New Haven Board of
Aldermen and the Chapel West Special
Services District. The honor was conferred
in recognition of the constructive pres-
ence and contributions of the Gagliardi
family businesses in the City for over 60
years, the majority of them in the Chapel
West neighborhood. How many still
remember Gag Jr’s Grille on the corner of
Chapel and Park? Signed pictures were on
all the walls. On a given day one could
run into Sammy Davis Jr., Rosy Grier, or
Dion. They all ate at Gag’s. All the counter
tops still had the White Castle burger
emblems on them from an earlier day.
You could get a burger or a sub back then,
but breakfast was really the big deal and
drew the crowds. Son Gary worked there

with his father Vincent for many years
and is now the proprietor of Gag Jr’s
liquor store in the same building. Mother
Mary and brother Gene also worked hard
at the business, opening at 5:30 A.M. for
breakfast without missing a beat. Only
once was Vincent missing for breakfast
and it was rumored that he had run off
with Miss Sweden but he was only down
in New York auditioning for a Broadway
show.
A tradition continues. Street corner nam-
ing is a long standing practice of the City
of New Haven which is and was done
only after a petition of hundreds of Gag’s
friends and admirers submitted the
required documents to the City Board of
Aldermen to establish their intention to
bestow this honor. This was not hard to
accomplish given the many years of serv-
ice the family has put into the area. 
The Chapel West Board congratulates 
Vin Gagliardi.

Meet Bill Esposito, a true Chapel West
veteran. Bill has owned properties in the
area since the early seventies. He has
many apartment/retail units and is 
mainly concentrated in the Chapel St./
Park St. section of our district.
He served on our board for a number

of years during the time of Evelyn’s presi-
dency and was a strong supporter of all
of our programs just as he is today. He
maintains his properties well, doing most
of the work with his own company. He
has seen the transformation from the
worst part of our history to what we all
enjoy today. He has been an integral part
of that turn-around.

Chapel West wishes we had more
members that have the dedication and
stick-to-it attitude that Bill has. We’re
proud to have him as a member of our
community.

Chapel and Park – Gag Jr’s Corner

Right: Vin Romei, Bill Esposito, and Brian McGrath 
in front of The Esposito Building at 1172 Chapel St.
Far right: Bill’s apartment building; Monterey at 
1175 Chapel St.

Right: Gary and Vincent Gagliardi with Vin Romei 
in front of Gag Jr’s Liquor Store
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Tidbits by Vin Romei

Brian and I had a meeting with Pike
International to review their plans for
future expansion and how we can be of
help. It was a very informative and cordial
get-together. We’re excited about the
proactive stance he has taken toward
New Haven and more important, 
Chapel West.
On Monday night (10/3/11) The Board

of Alderman passed our proposed new
zoning regulations for CW. This should
help expansion of development in our
area and bring additional foot traffic and
business. We also believe this will create a
safer environment, increase property val-
ues and raise the tax base for the City as
well as Chapel West. We’re very excited
and are already working with potential
developers who want to locate in Chapel
West.
Through the efforts of Yale PD, Lt.

Vitale, and NHPD Lt. Hassett and Lt. 
Sweeny, we have created a joint commit-
tee on Crime Prevention and Quality of
Life Issues. We have had our initial meet-
ing and plan to meet periodically to dis-
cuss and implement programs to accom-
plish these goals. I would like to congratu-
late both Police Depts. for taking this ini-
tiative and all of our property owners and
board members who have agreed to
serve. Thanks guys.

The Sidewalk Project on Chapel St. 
is almost completed and it looks great.
Laydon Construction has done a fine job
with a minimal amount of disruption.
Long time coming but it was worth the
wait. ….Til next letter

CWSSD Tel: 203-787-3000

Vin Romei, Pres. romeiroman@aol.com
Brian McGrath, Bus. Mgr. chapeldistrict@aol.com

Around the District 
“Did you know?” The Statue of Liberty is
built so that it can sway up to 5" in any
direction without breaking? I know some
people who can’t sway that much with-
out falling down.
Chapel West restaurants continue to

rack up rewards .
Connecticut Magazine named Jo-Jo’s

Coffee; Best of CT. The Study at Yale; Best
City Hotel, Mamoun’s Falafel; Best Late
Night Bites, and Miya’s Sushi; Best Sake.
Pretty good representation for our won-
derful neighborhood.

Pancho Café got a nice write-up in the
Yale Daily News, as did Rudy’s.
We purchased a new (used) leaf collec-

tor machine that actually vacuums them
up & grinds them as well. This should
make our cleaning operation go faster,
cleaner, and utilize less bags than the tra-
ditional method. Looking forward to see-
ing how well it works.
Did you know that celery has negative

calories? It takes more calories to eat a
piece of celery than the celery has in it to
begin with.
Also, if you were wondering, the

Guinness Book of Records has the record
for being the book most often stolen
from public libraries.

Til next time…Vin Romei 

Three hundred and sixty-five days a year
you will see Dennis White (above) selling
his newspapers on the corner of George
& Howe St. He always has a polite word 
and ready smile.
It’s a pleasure to have him as a fixture

in our District. Good Luck Dennis.

A Man for All Seasons

We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits”. Call 203 787-3000

—Vincent Romei

Got Milk? Insomnia Cookies coming soon to 
1145 Chapel St.

Have you seen
Robi Gallant
wearing his 
colorful collec-
tion of hats
around the
District?
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