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Meet your neighbor
The Yale Urban Design Workshop (YUDW)
is a community design center based at
the Yale University School of Architecture.
After a number of years on the Yale cam-
pus, the YUDW moved to a storefront at
1203 Chapel Street in 2003.
Since its founding in 1992 by Professor

Alan Plattus, then Associate Dean of the
School, the YUDW has worked with com-
munities across the state of Connecticut,
providing planning and design assistance
on projects ranging from comprehensive
plans, economic development strategies
and community visions to the design of
public spaces, streetscapes and individual
community facilities. Alan was joined by
Andrei Harwell, AIA, an architect and grad-
uate of the School in 2006 as the YUDW’s
full-time project manager. Alan and
Andrei manage a staff of graduate stu-
dents who participate in the projects of
the office. They are also on the faculty 
of the School of Architecture, where 
they teach courses on architecture and
urban design.  
For more information on the YUDW,

visit their website at: 
www.architecture.yale.edu/udw 
or email yudw@yale.edu.  

Annual Meeting

Andrei Harwell and Alan Plattus. Below are a few of their projects.

The Study at Yale was the scene of Chapel
West’s 26th annual membership meeting,
dinner, and election of Commissioners.
Vincent Romei, David Ornato, and Arnie
Lehrer were reelected to the Board of
Commissioners. The budget for this com-
ing year will be slightly larger than last
year, even though the mil rate will not be
increased. Budget estimates indicate that
the State of Connecticut PILOT reim-
bursements for hospital and university
taxes will remain at least at the same
percentage as last year, and that many
properties in the district have increased
in assessed value. These increases are due
to the strength of the neighborhood and
the resulting high demand for commer-
cial and residential space.
The new budget reflects increases 

in the street cleaning program, both in 
territory covered and hours worked. In
addition the banner program will be
expanded,and several restaurants will
participate in the City’s facade improve-
ment program.

Chief Esserman attended the meeting
and spoke at length about his plans to
radically increase foot patrols and return
to the community policing model that
was used in New Haven several years ago.
He also indicated he was in favor of secu-
rity cameras and would work with us to
expand the program we already started

in Chapel West. It was a very positive
speech and we are excited to have him
back in New Haven.

The Study Hotel did an outstanding
job as host for the event-very professional.
The meeting was adjourned at 8pm.

Chief Esserman and Vin Romei.

Left to right: Alexandra & Chris Alexiades, 
Niki Papadopoulos and honorary Godfather 
Lt. Ray Hassett. 

East Harlem Media City, competition entry, 2007,
New York City

West River Gateway, waterfront redevelopment
concept plan, West Haven, 2008-2011

Montessori on Edgewood Daycare and Greater Dwight
Development Corporation Offices, New Haven, 2007
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We’re always interested in new stories
and “tidbits”. Call 203 787-3000

—Vincent Romei

Notice the new banners going up
throughout the area. They describe the
names of the streets in Chapel West and
how the names came about. “Kudos” to
Tom Strong and Strong Cohen for the
research and design.
We’re working on a plan with Yale

Urban Design Workshop (YUDW) to 
spruce up the neighborhood and bring
more life to the streetscape. We’ll keep
you informed about this exciting 
undertaking.
In a recent Connecticut Magazine 

article, The restaurant Heirloom at the
Study at Yale hotel was named Best
Hotel Dining-Statewide. Congrats to a
great operation. They run a good ship.
In early March of 2012, in conjunction

with the Town Green SSD, we started a
part-time Ambassador service. If it works
well, we will increase the hours of opera-
tion and coverage. So far, the comments
from our residents and business owners
are very positive. We’re impressed with
their performance and how they interact
with the neighborhood.

Yale has almost completed the renova-
tions of their building at 1195 Chapel St.
It looks wonderful and we can’t wait to
see it filled up. Stay tuned...

Tidbits by Vin Romei

Around the District 

Condolences:  

To Alex Elsankary, owner of Chap’s Grille
on the passing of his sister in Egypt. She
was only 41 yrs. old and left three young
children. Our thoughts and prayers are
with Alex. God rest her soul.

Did you know? A calendar’s days are 
numbered.

At least our flowers are benefitting from
the rain and lack of warm weather.
We normally change to our “summer
flowers” on May 1st but this year we’re
enjoying them for an extra two weeks
and the colors are great. 

We hear that a new and popular
restaurant is going into the vacant spot
on the corner of Chapel and Park Sts.

Rudy’s is a great addition to Chapel
West. The Herald recently had an article
naming it “Best Watering Hole”. Congrats
to Omer Ipek, owner.

The “Workshop” at 1152 Chapel St. is
doing some innovating styling that is
drawing  an increase in business accord-
ing to owner Dickie L. Good luck to your
program from CW. 
We had a number of street lights go

out on Howe and Chapel Sts. It took
almost a full week’s work from the city’s
electrical contractor to repair and replace
old cables that simply wore out. Our
thanks to Dick Miller and Larry Smith
for responding to our problem.
Chapel West certainly gets noticed 

and is fast becoming a great place to live
and work.

“ A boiled egg is hard to beat”
Til next time....

An important part of the Chapel West
daily street cleaning activities is empty-
ing the 56 fancy public trash receptacles
which have been installed on every block
throughout the district. The amount of
trash collected daily is nearly a dumpster
full. The trash swept up from streets and
sidewalks fills the rest of a dumpster.
Under the old system, which was not effi-
cient, the City would pick up the trash
from individual barrels, from time to
time. Under the current Chapel West 
system, District staff empty the barrels,
thereby relieving the City of this duty
while at the same time increasing the 

frequency of collection. In return the 
City empties the dumpster on a regular
schedule. The dumpster is currently 
located in a nook at the end of Cofield
Way. The District recently contracted with
a fencing company to install a screen
with a locking gate which completely
surrounds and hides the dumpster. This
was done for aesthetic reasons to com-
plement the new Amistad Academy
which recently opened in that block. The
fence also serves to deter illegal dumpers.
In the past, some construction companies
were detected placing building rubble
into the City dumpster. 

Talking Trash

1195 Chapel St. with its brand new porch.

Anthony and Monte “on the job”.

Chapel West Ambassadors Dana Mozell and 
Angel Cordero


