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A bit about Gag’s
“Starting in 1975, Gag Jr.’s
graced the corner of Chapel
and Park Streets, serving
breakfast and lunch.
Gagliardi’s father, Antonio,
began a café in 1920 at 74
Greene Street, and it was

known for serving hot sandwiches. Antonio
began working with his father and, eventually,
opened his own place on Broadway, called Gag
Jr.’s. After its move to Chapel Street, nearby the
Yale Repertory Theater, Gag Jr.’s began to have
its own rep for being the place to hang out.
Over the years, up-and-coming actors like
Meryl Streep, James Earl Jones, and
Christopher Walken, have signed their
photographs, which eventually lined every
corner of the little diner. In 1989, the family
consolidated their energy into Gag’s Liquor
Store next door, and the old luncheonette
closed for good. Today, the corner signs 
that honor the tradition were set up by 
Vinnie and Mary...
Text and photos taken from Legendary Locals of New
Haven written by Colin M. Caplan, published in 2013. 
Photographs courtesy of Nick Boldano.

Vinny Gagliardi (above, taken by Virginia Blaisdell)
and his diner Gag’s (below, taken by Cesar Tores) 

New Apartments and
Secret Society Headed To
Chapel Street
Thomas MacMillian, 
New Haven Independent
June 13
With a 19th-century house floating above
ground to their right, city officials lifted
shovels of dirt to salute the 21st century
building underway below ground to 
their  left.

That was the scene Thursday afternoon
(6/12) at a press conference at the corner of
Chapel and Howe streets, where the mayor
joined with city lawmakers, local officials,
and developer Randy Salvatore to celebrate
the construction of a new mixed-use
apartment building (rendering 
pictured above).
Construction has already commenced at

the site. Workers are setting the foundation
for the five-story building, which will have
132 market-rate rental apartments and
4,326 square feet of retail space on the 
first floor.

Just yards away, a historic home has
been jacked up and rests on piers, awaiting
a 50-foot move. The 1890s house is being
preserved and shifted just a small distance
west on Chapel Street, to make way for the
apartment building. The house will be the
new home of the Lincoln Society, one of
Yale’s “secret” senior clubs. Salvatore said his
brother first showed him the opportunity.
He considered the market: a city with the
nation’s lowest vacancy rate, a one-acre lot
on the edge of Yale University.

Salvatore’s new building was hailed...
by economic development chief Matthew
Nemerson, Mayor Toni Harp, Alder Frank
Douglass, Alder Richard Furlow, and Brian
McGrath, former city traffic tsar, now
second in command at the Chapel West
Special Services District. He predicted that
the building’s construction will be the
beginning of a snowball of development in
the area. It will be like the 9th Square,
where the first investment took years, 
and then it took off, McGrath said.

From left to right: Nemerson, Romei, Harp, Salvatore, Douglass, and Furlow breaking ground



A Farewell to Geraldine’s... 35 years and counting

Geraldine says goodbye.Beautiful bouquet for Geraldine’s final day 

Jim and CW’s lovable retriever, Sandy. Extraordinary Linzer tortes and cookies... suggesting Geraldine’s next career?

11 years of memories at Geraldine’s.

We’re always interested in new stories 
and tidbits!
cwssd Telephone: 203-787-3000
Vin Romei, Pres. romeiroman@aol.com
Brian McGrath, Bus. Mgr. chapeldistrict@aol.com

Geraldine, thanks for everything.  We will
miss you, your guidance and satire. You,
Jim and Sandy made Chapel West a better
place to be.

Good luck and  stay healthy. 


